
- this valve is used for testing 
the system, see the instructions 
on the back to do the flow test.

Main Drain/Inspector Test

Control Valve 
may be here 
or here

Water Flow
Switch (optional)

Water Supply for Sprinklers

Water Supply for Plumbing
Water Meter

Water Main

Backflow Valve
(Not on all systems)

Pressure Gauge

Know Your Fire SprinKler SYStem
KNOW YOUR SYSTEM’S WATER CONTROLS

Your home has a built-in fire sprinkler 
system. If you have a fire, the sprinklers 
will put it out or control it with water.  
The system protects your family and 
home from the dangers of fire, 24 hours 
a day. 

in most cases, sprinkler systems are 
supplied by the Water Main, where 
water comes into a home. the fire 
sprinkler system connects to the water 
main. in some systems the water flows 
through a Backflow Valve. A main water 
control valve is on the pipe  
that supplies the sprinkler system.   
this Control Valve turns the water flow 
on and off. Your system may  
have additional or different features. 

Turning off the water to your home  
will also turn off the water to your fire 
sprinkler system.

Contact your sprinkler contractor if  
you have questions.

fire sprinkler contractor

phone number
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CONTROL VALVES MUST BE OpEN OR TURNEd ON. 

the control is OpEN when it is in line with the pipe.  

the control is CLOSEd (“turned off”) when it makes a corner to 
the pipe.   

Use a padlock to keep the valve LOCKEd OpEN.  

tape the padlock key to the pipes or a wall nearby so you can 
find it when you need it. 

Keep the area around your water controls clear. 

Do not store anything within 1 foot (30 cm) of your water 
controls. 

If sprinkler water control valves are ever turned “off”, be sure to 
turn them back on. 

the water needs to be turned on so the sprinklers can work to 
protect you from a fire.

OPEN

CLOSED

KEEp YOUR FIRE SpRINKLER SYSTEM WORKINg ThE WAY IT  ShOULd

WATER CONTROLS SpRINKLERS 
NEEd SpACE

CLOSED

OPEN

FLOW TEST

LOCKED
OPEN

Do a water flow test about once a year. 

You can do this yourself (see below). Or your sprinkler contractor can do it for you.

To do a water flow test:

1.  Find your water flow test control valve. it may be labeled main drain,  
 inspector test or test and drain.

2. Slowly turn the control valve on (bring the valve in line with the pipe). 

3. this will start water running. let the water run for about 60 seconds. if your  
system has an alarm you will hear it. 

4. Slowly turn the control valve off (the valve will make a corner to the pipe). 

5. Write down the date you tested your water flow switch.

6. if your sprinklers are connected to a central alarm, inform the fire department  
that you are going to do a test. 

Write down the date of each test here:    

__________  __________  __________  __________  

__________  __________  __________  __________  

__________  __________  __________  __________

pROTECT YOUR FIRE SpRINKLERS.

Make sure nothing is blocking your sprinklers.

Keep pictures and large furniture away from sprinklers on walls.  

Hang lamps and plants away from ceiling sprinklers.  

do not hang anything on sprinklers or pipes.

even lightweight items can damage sprinklers.   

Keep paint away from sprinklers or sprinkler covers.

While doing messy work, such as painting, cover the sprinklers 
with plastic. remove the plastic as soon as you  
are finished.  

Be careful when you are moving large or tall items. 

Don’t bump sprinklers or exposed pipes. teach children not to 
touch or play with sprinklers. 
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